
Gospel Academy II: Bible 3: Authority Handout

1. Scripture is Authoritative
“Thus says the Lord” construct

1 Kings 14:18 “And all Israel buried him and mourned for him, according to the word of the LORD, 
which he spoke by his servant Ahijah the prophet.”  

Jeremiah 37:2 “But neither he nor his servants nor the people of the land listened to the words of the 
LORD that he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.”

The Concept of “Scripture”
 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness,”
2 Peter 1:19–21 “And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

Matthew 4:4 “But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’”” [then proceeds to quote OT scripture] 

Acts 1:16 ““Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus.” 

2 Peter 3:15–16 “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also 
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in 
them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the 
ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” 

1 Timothy 5:18 “For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, 
“The laborer deserves his wages.”” The latter is a quote from Luke 10:7

Jesus’ treatment of the Old Testament 
Matthew 5:17–18 ““Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”

Jesus’ faithful promise to the disciples regarding work of HS in disciples’ lives
John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” John 16:13 “When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.”

Internal witness 
Luke 24:32 “They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the 

road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?””]
Additional: historically accurate, internally consistent (40 authors), prophecies fulfilled

To What Degree is it Authoritative?
Matthew 5:17-18 ““Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 
not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”

2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness,”
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2. Scripture is Clear

Deuteronomy 6:6–7 “And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”

Psalms 19:7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple;”

Psalms 119:130 “The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.”
1 Corinthians 2:14 “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 

to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.”  

3. Scripture is Necessary
God is knowable apart from Scripture

Romans 1:18–20 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.”

Sin has darkened our understanding
Romans 1:21–25 “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 

but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man 
and birds and animals and creeping things.Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts 
to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen.”

We now need Scripture for Gospel understanding and life
Romans 10:13–17 “For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they 

call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he 
has heard from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”

Matthew 4:4 “But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’””

4. Scripture is Sufficient
2 Timothy 3:14–17 “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”

Go For It!
Isaiah 55:10–11 ““For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but 

water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so 
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”

1 Peter 1:23 “since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God;”

Jeremiah 15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the 
delight of my heart, for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.”


